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(54) METHOD FOR ENCODING PICTURE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain a picture encoding method with high 
picture quality even when a specific image effect is 
applied to a picture or a picture with cinema size is 
allocated to a current TV system by executing mosaic 
processing for an optional rectangular area in picture 
data and allowing a mosaic pattern boundary to coincide 
with a block division boundary. 

CONSTITUTION: A mosaic processing means 2 executes 
flattening processing for an optional rectanguar area in 
picture data by the number of picture elements whose one 
side is 2 n (n is a natural number). In this case, 
address information to be applied to the means 2 is 
matched with the coordinate information of a block 
boundary divided by a block dividing means 4 and a 
mosaic coefficient also is indicated by a similar 
rectangular area. The same rectangular area processed 
by the mosaic processing is segmented also by the 
means 4 and its space redundancy is reduced by a DCT 
means 6. Thereby an effective DCT coefficient outputted 
from the means 6 becomes only a DC component, the 
number of bits required for encoding the part can be 
reduced, quantizing width to be applied to a quantizing 
means 7 is thinned, and the deterioration of picture 



quality can be suppressed. 
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